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Serving the greater Eureka 

area  since 1929 

year, the District up-

graded its medical 

services from Basic 

Life Support to Ad-

vanced Life Support 

(ALS) by adding Para-

medics to our fire en-

gines. We did this be-

cause it was the best 

way to serve our citi-

zens and to provide 

the highest level of 

medical care available 

outside of a hospital 

emergency room. The 

District was in the pro-

cess of researching a 

tax measure for a 

$20.00 annual tax per 

parcel for this improve-

ment in service, and in 

order for this tax to be 

approved, it would 

have required a 2/3õs 

majority vote. Yet due 

to the impending impo-

sition of this State 

òfeeó we have put on 

hold our efforts to take 

this $20.00 tax to the 

voters and therefore 

due to budgetary limi-

tations will have to 

curtail other efforts to 

improve our services.  

 

We believe that an 

annual tax of $20.00 

for ALS services repre-

sents a good value for 

our citizens. For a nom-

inal amount they would 

Fire Chiefõs Corner         by Chief Ken Woods 
State Responsibility 

Area Fee imposed 

(Assembly Bill 29) 
 

As many of you know 

effective 2012, the 

State will be imposing a 

òfeeó known as Assem-

bly Bill 29 or more com-

monly referred to as 

the State Responsibility 

Area (SRA) òfeeó. This  

òfeeó consists of a 

charge of up to $150 

annually for each habit-

able structure on a land 

parcel located within 

the SRA. Currently ap-

proximately 1/3 of the 

residents located within 

Humboldt Fire District 

(HFD)  are also in the 

SRA.  Within the SRA, 

the State is responsible 

for the prevention and 

suppression of wildland 

fires through Cal Fire, 

and HFD is responsible 

for all other types of 

emergency services 

such as responses to 

structure fires, vehicle 

accidents and medical 

emergencies.  

 

Over the past several 

months HFD has at-

tended hearings in 

Sacramento, written 

numerous letters and 

has worked in conjunc-

tion with the Humboldt 

County Board of Super-

visors and the Hum-

boldt County Fire Chiefs 

Association to oppose 

this SRA òfeeó. Yet in 

spite of our opposition 

efforts, the State Board 

of Forestry, with the full 

support of Governor 

Brown, is still imposing 

this òfeeó in 2012.  

 

The monies collected 

from this new òfeeó will 

go directly to fund Cal 

Fire, yet Cal Fire has 

essentially no fire sup-

pression presence in our 

County for 7-8 months of 

the year. The òfeeó pro-

vides no new money to 

Cal Fire but only replaces 

money that was removed 

from their existing budg-

et. Cal Fire maintains 

firefighting crews during 

fire season, which nor-

mally lasts from June 

through October, but 

after that they have a 

very minimal presence in 

the County. Instead it is 

your Humboldt Fire Dis-

trict crews that provide 

the emergency response 

to those residents in the 

SRA, 24-hours a day, 

365 days a year.  HFD 

engines are the closest 

units and are consistent-

ly on scene conducting 

initial fire suppression 

operations well before 

any Cal Fire units arrive 

on scene if they do so at 

all.  This fee provides no 

new service or any im-

provement in existing 

service to SRA residents.  

 

For those District resi-

dents who live in the 

SRA, you are already 

paying for emergency 

service from HFD in the 

form of property taxes 

and two benefit assess-

ments. This new SRA 

òfeeó will not provide you 

with any improvement in 

service but will ultimately 

reduce the ability of our 

District to collect taxes 

for the services we pro-

vide. For instances this 
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HFD Fire Chief Ken Woods 

receive a true im-

provement and up-

grade in service. Yet 

for the $150 annual 

State òfeeó they re-

ceive nothing. Addi-

tionally Humboldt Fire 

is working to reduce 

costs and streamline 

operations by moving 

forward with consoli-

dation plans with the 

City of Eureka Fire 

Department.  

 

Once the SRA fee is 

imposed, several 

community groups 

have expressed their 

intention to file law-

suits against the 

State alleging that the 

SRA òfeeó is in actual-

ity a tax that was nev-

er voted upon by the 

voters and therefore 

illegal. Humboldt Fire 

will be watching 

closely the outcome 

of these potential 

lawsuits.  

 

Humboldt Fire District 

has a good working 

relationship with Cal 

Fire and they provide 

a valuable service to 

California and need 

consistent funding 

but doing so on the 

backs of taxpayers 

within our Fire District 

who already pay for 

fire protection ser-

vices is unfair and 

amounts to double 

taxation. We will con-

tinue to oppose this 

òfeeó at the State 

level. You can check 

to see if you are locat-

ed in the SRA òfeeó 

area by going to  the 

following web ad-

* Visit HFD on the World Wide Web at www.hfd1.org  -orð www.facebook.com/humboldtfire * 

dress: 

 

Http://www.bof.fire.ca.gov/

sra_viewer/  



Equipment Profile: HFDõs 1926 Seagraves Fire Engine         by Firefighter Kris Kalman 
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Classic and current: Our 

1929 Seagraves with our 

2000 KME.  

On Aug. 1929, the newly formed 

District adjacent to the City of 

Eureka purchased a new 

Seagraves fire apparatus. This 

was the first engine placed in 

service by the district that is now 

our HFD. Originally the district 

had a contract with the City of 

Eureka to house this piece of 

equipment within the city, and 

the city would have the right to 

òuse said equipment at any and 

all times as needed to control 

fires inside and outside the Cityó. 

The district board agreed to man 

said equipment with employees 

of the City of Eureka.  The engine 

spent its time running calls out of 

Station 6 on J St.  

 

Seagraves were the top of the line 

and is still alive today. At the time 

this engine was at the height of 

modern technology. It boasted a 6 

cylinder motor with an electric 

starter, electric siren, and could 

travel up to speeds of 50 MPH. 

The pump had a capacity of 500 

GPM at 120 pounds of pump pres-

sure. The engine was equipped 

with 1100 feet of hose, and a 200 

gallon tank. It also had a 30õ lad-

der and a 12õ roof ladder along 

with axes, pike poles, land fire 

extinguishers.  

 

In Oct. 1940 the engine was sold 

for $635. The engine you see in 

parades and musters today is a 

1926 Seagrave model 6 BT and 

an almost exact replica of the 

original. It was a gift in 1980 by 

Harvey Harper with the stipula-

tion that the engine be kept as a 

òHistoric Vehicleó. It was lovingly 

restored with all original parts 

and is in excellent condition. We 

try to bring it out and show it off 

every chance we get. Today our 

antique is a proud reminder and 

a direct link to our past. 

Winter Fire Safety Tips          By Battalion Chief William Reynolds 

As our temperatures cool off and 

the rain begins to fall, we are 

presented with many unique 

winter hazards that have the 

potential to be disasterous for 

you and your family.  Attention to 

this winter fire safety checklist 

can help avoid a personal trage-

dy in the cold Humboldt winter: 

 

1. Ensure you have adequate 

clearances around heating 

appliances (woodstoves, 

furnace floor grates, space 

heaters, etc). 

2. Have your chimney inspect-

ed annually by a qualified 

person to ensure cleanliness 

and integrity of the chimney. 

3. Never use a range or oven 

as a supplemental heating 

device for your home. 

4. Only discard fire place ashes 

in a metal container, and 

take it outside well away 

from your home. 

5. Avoid electric space heaters 

in bathrooms or rooms 

where they may contact 

water. 

6. Check your smoke detectors 

to ensure their proper func-

tion. 

7. Plan and practice your family 

fire escape plan. 

 

These are just a few tips to help 

keep you fire safe during the 

winter.  Please feel free to call 

HFD with any winter fire safety 

advise or questions that you may 

have.  Either stop by one of our 

fire stations, e-mail us at wreyn-

olds@hfd1.org, or feel free to 

phone us at (707) 445-4900. 

Proper cleaning and burn-

ing practices can help you 

avoid chimney fires. 

National Fallen Firefighters Memorial       By Battalion Chief William Reynolds 

The National Fallen Fire-

fighters Monmument  

Firefighting remains one of Ameri-

caõs most dangerous professions.  

Unfortunately  in 2011, approxi-

mately 84 firefighters (both career 

and volunteer) made the ultimate 

sacrifice in the line of duty.  While 

this number is down from previ-

ous years, it is still too many. 

 

Paying tribute to these men and 

women is the National Fallen 

Firefighters Monument at the 

National Fire Academy in Emmits-

burg, MD.   

 

Dedicated in 1981, the memorial 

lists the names of the fallen on 

plaques surrounding the monu-

ment.  Additionally, an eternal 

flame burns at the base of the 

monument.  The flags behind the 

monument are immediately low-

ered to half staff upon notifica-

tion of a firefighter fatality.   

 

For more information on this 

tribute to our fallen brothers 

and sisters, please visit the  

National Fallen Firefighters 

F o u n d a t i o n  a t  h t t p : / /

www.firehero.org and go to the 

òMemorial Parkó tab. 



Firefighter in Focus: Firefighter Arly Allen 

Community Emergency Response Teams (CERT)              By Captain Chris Kemp 

ing course:  

 

Unit 1 Preparedness:  This is the 

most important unit in that it help us 

understand that being prepared is 

vital. This also includes specific local 

hazards such as earthquake and 

tsunami. 

 

Unit 2 Fire Safety and Utility Con-

trols: This unit covers the classes of 

fire, fire extinguisher use, and how to 

secure utilities.  

 

Unit 3 Disaster Medical Ops Part 1: 

This unit covers life threatening 

conditions and triage of multiple 

persons.  

 

Unit 4 Disaster Medical Ops Part 2: 

This unit includes public health con-

cerns, treatment areas, patient 

evals, and treatment. 

 

community may be on your own for a 

period of time because of the size of 

the area affected, lost communica-

tions, and impassable roads. CERT 

Basic Training is designed to prepare 

you and to make a difference by 

using your CERT training to save lives 

and property.    

 

Trained individuals and community 

groups can be prepared to serve as a 

crucial resource capable of many of 

the emergency functions needed in 

the immediate post-disaster period. 

The program is designed to train 

individuals to be assets to help com-

munities prepare for effective disas-

ter response.  

 

The target audience for the course is 

individuals who desire the skills and 

knowledge required to prepare for 

and respond to a disaster. There are 

nine units covered in the basic train-
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Recent HFD Anniversaries, Promotions, and Retirements 

Volunteer Art Pope cele-

brates 39 years of service 

(October). 

 

Captain Chris Kemp cele-

brates 25 years of service 

(November). 

 

Engineer Michael Landry 

celebrates 16 years of 

service (November) and 

also attained Acting Cap-

tain status. 

 

Fire Chief Ken Woods 

celebrates 3 years of 

service (October). 

 

Volunteers Michael Blair 

and Josh Conley cele-

The Community Emergency Re-

sponse Team (CERT) is a critical 

program in the effort to engage 

everyone in America in making their 

community safer, more prepared, 

and more resilient when a disaster 

occurs.  Studies of behavior follow-

ing disaster have shown that groups 

working together in the disaster 

period perform more effectively if 

there has been prior planning and 

training for disaster response.   

 

We can prepare our homes and 

families to cope during that critical 

period following a disaster. Prepar-

edness will enhance the ability of 

individuals and neighborhoods to 

reduce their emergency needs and 

to manage their existing resources 

until professional assistance be-

comes available. 

 

Following a disaster you and the 

The remaining units include topics 

search and rescue, the CERT or-

ganization, disaster psychology, 

course review and a disaster simu-

lation.  The complete course is 

covered over a three-day period 

totaling about 21 hours of instruc-

tion.   

 

For more info on the CERT  Train-

ing Course or other basic prepar-

edness courses, such as Food 

Safety & How to Eat Nutritiously 

During Disaster or Disasters Donõt 

WaitñHave Your Supplies Kit 

Ready, you can contact: 

 

Regional Training Institute - Com-

munity Disaster Prep 

(707) 499-0754 or on the web @ 

www.humboldt.edu/rti.  

 

You may also contact Humboldt 

Fire at (707)445-4900  

brate 1 year of service 

(November). 

Firefighter Allen with another 

prospective young firefighter 

I was born and raised in Eure-

ka, grew up in the Myrtletown 

area and graduated from Eu-

reka High.  I attribute where I 

am today to the positive, sup-

portive and motivating up-

bringing my parents provided. 

After living in Shasta County 

for a few years I gained a 

great appreciation of what 

Humboldt has to offer.  I truly 

love living in Humboldt and 

close to my extended family!   

  

My husband Bret and I have 

been married 8 years.  He 

works for the County up at the 

Eureka/Arcata Airport.  We 

have 2 daughters and 1 son.  

Abby is 3, Cora is 6 and my step-

son Nick is 13.  Our kids and jobs 

keep us busy, but we enjoy eve-

ry minute of it! 

  

All my life I have played sports, 

so a transition into an active job 

like firefighting was perfect for 

me.  I got my start in firefighting 

as a Volunteer Firefighter with 

Arcata.  I volunteered with Arca-

ta for 3 years before being hired 

as a Firefighter for HFD.   

   

I have worked for HFD since 

Sept. 2009.  I am a Firefighter 

and can also act as an Engi-

neer, driving and pumping the 

engine.  I am one of the Volun-

teer Coordinators for our Volun-

teer Firefighter Program and 

am enjoying guiding our vol-

unteers through the similar 

process I took in learning, 

serving the community and 

training to be a better fire-

fighter.   I am a member of 

our Urban Search and Res-

cue Team and serve as Sec-

retary / Treasurer for our 

union.  

  

I love my job and am excited 

for the new direction our 

dept. is taking.  HFD is a 

great family oriented place to 

work and I am looking for-

ward to many years ahead! 

http://www.humboldt.edu/rti

